Posterior pole neovascularization in a patient with hemoglobin SC disease.
A 33-year-old black woman with hemoglobin SC disease and a history of photocoagulation for peripherally located retinal neovascularization had a neovascular frond at the temporal border of her right macula. Multiple zones of black sunburst hyperpigmentation were located nearby. Fluorescein angiography showed that the lesions were closely related to an extensive zone of avascular retina in the posterior pole. The perifoveal vasculature was uninvolved, and the patient was unaware of any visual deficit. Although sickle cell maculopathy is a well-recognized entity, there have been no published reports, to the best of our knowledge, of posterior pole neovascularization in patients with sickle cell hemoglobinopathy. The fluorescein angiographic findings in our case provide further support for the hypothesis that retinal hypoxia is an important stimulus for retinal neovascularization.